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Purpose and Scope 

 

Over the years, living in the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) has created a challenge for the 

people and fire agencies.  As population has expanded into the historic wildland with homes, the 

need for fuel modification and defensible space has become a critical element for homeowners.  

This need has generated the Wildland Fire Safe Plan which is tailored for specific areas to meet 

the needs of the location where homes have been built or are being built. 

 

Serrano is in the foothills of western El Dorado County. The majority of the Serrano 

development is located within a State Responsibility Area (SRA) which basically means the 

citizens have double fire protection in the event of a wildland fire.  The California Department of 

Forestry and Fire Protection (CALFIRE) has primary responsibility for wildland fire in the SRA 

and El Dorado Hills Fire Department, while the primary fire agency for all local fire and 

emergency medical responses, assists CALFIRE on wildland fires. 

 

In order for the fire agencies and the homeowners to work in partnership, this Wildland Fire Safe 

Plan (Plan) has been developed so each partner is aware of their own responsibilities.  The 

homeowner must follow the building code in place in El Dorado County and be good stewards of 

their property.  The Serrano Owners’ Association (SOA) has responsibility for the treatment and 

maintenance of the open spaces and recreation trails in the community. 

 

All of the residential villages, both constructed and proposed, must follow certain fire safe 

requirements as do the builders and homeowners.  The fire safe mitigations in this Plan lay out 

what is currently required for constructed and proposed residential villages and provides for 

future changes that may occur as the laws and conditions change. 

 

Homeowners who live in and adjacent to the wildfire environment must take primary 

responsibility along with the fire agencies for ensuring their homes have sufficient low ignitability 

and surrounding fuel reduction treatment.  The fire agencies should become a community 

partner providing homeowners with technical assistance as well as fire response.  For this to 

succeed, it must be shared and implemented equally by homeowners and the fire agencies. 

 

Fire Plan Limitations 

 

This Plan shall super-cede all previous approved Wildland Fire Safe Plans and Amendments for 

Serrano.  This Plan only deals with the vegetation management and fire safe construction within 

the Serrano development.  All requirements for roads, fire hydrant locations, lot setbacks, and 

gates and openers are subject to separate conditions and approvals from the El Dorado Hills 

Fire Department and the County of El Dorado. 

 

This Wildland Fire Safe Plan for Serrano does not guarantee that wildfire will not threaten, 

damage or destroy natural resources, homes or endanger residents.  However, the full 

implementation of the mitigation measures contained herein will greatly reduce the exposure of 

homes to potential loss from wildfire and provide defensible space for firefighters and residents 
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as well as protect the native vegetation.  Specific items are listed for homeowner’s attention to 

aid in home wildfire safety. 

 

Goals 

 

The goals of the original Wildfire Management Plan from 2001 remain unchanged. 

 

a. To inform and educate the residents, users, adjoining property owners, construction 

 firms, and the public about wildfire prevention within the Serrano community. 

 

b. To reduce the number of wildfires and to eliminate the incidence of damaging wildfires 

 within the community. 

 

Wildfire Mitigation Measures 

 

Wildfire mitigation measures are designed to accomplish the Plan Goals by providing and 

maintaining defensible space and treating high hazard fuel areas.  Fire hazard severity is 

reduced through these mitigation measures.  This Plan places emphasis on defensible space 

around structures, project perimeters and Natural Open Space areas. 

 

Mitigation Measure 

 

Responsibility 

Residential Landscaping 

 

1* 

 

All residential lots one acre and larger developed after the 

adoption of this Plan shall be landscaped to the 

Firescaping Standards provided as EXHIBIT A.  

 

 

Homeowner & Serrano 

Owners’ Association (SOA) 

2* All residential lots one acre and larger within the SRA shall 

comply with the defensible space requirements in Public 

Resources Code 4291 annually.  Treatment must extend 

100 feet from all structures/buildings or to the property 

line, whichever is less.  Refer to EXHIBIT B-1 for the SRA 

Map and EXHIBIT B-2 for defensible space guidelines. 

 

Homeowner &  

Fire Department 

Building Materials  

 

3 

 

All residences constructed within the SRA after the 

adoption of this Plan shall follow California Building Code 

7A provided as EXHIBIT C. 

 

 

Homeowner & 

Fire Department 

  



   
Serrano Wildfire Safe Plan April 2019 Page 3 

Mitigation Measure 

 

Responsibility 

4 All residences constructed after the approval of this Plan 

shall have a NFPA 13D residential fire sprinkler system.  

Additions to existing residences or the construction of 

secondary dwelling units may require a NFPA 13D 

residential fire sprinkler system if deemed necessary by 

the El Dorado County Building Official. 

 

Homeowner & 

Fire Department 

5 Exterior construction materials shall comply with the 

Wildland Urban Interface construction requirements in the 

California Building Code in affect at the time of building 

permit issuance. 

 

Homeowner &  

Fire Department 

6 Fencing adjacent to the Natural Open Space shall be 

constructed from non-combustible material.  Existing 

wooden fences adjacent to Natural Open Space (such as 

Villages B and D1) are encouraged for replacement with 

non-combustible material when the wooden fences are 

due for replacement. 

 

Homeowner & SOA 

7 After approval of this Plan, only ignition-resistant material, 

exterior fire retardant treated wood, or non-combustible 

material shall be allowed for decks. 

 

Homeowner & SOA 

8 Any future fire safe or building code changes adopted by 

the state or local authority shall be implemented as 

specified in the applicable regulation. 

 

Homeowner 

Natural Open Space Areas  

 

9* 

 

All natural areas adjacent to residential lots constructed 

with a home shall be treated annually by June 1.  

Treatment shall be a 2-inch stubble or less for a distance 

of 30 feet from the residential property line, including 

removal of all dead branches or limbs lying on the ground 

that have fallen naturally, removal of all standing dead 

trees, and pruning of all live trees of dead branches within 

8 feet of the ground.   Treatment locations are provided in 

EXHIBIT D. 

 

A. Natural Open Space 

B. Golf Course 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. SOA 

B. Country Club 
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Mitigation Measure 

 

Responsibility 

10* All recreation trails and easement roads within the Natural 

Open Space shall be treated to the widths specified below 

annually by June 1 or to the residential property line, 

whichever is less.  Treatment shall be to a 2-inch stubble 

or less and shall include removal of any downed dead 

trees and limbs. Treatment locations are provided in 

EXHIBIT D. 

A.  5’ on both sides of trails / easement roads 

greater than or equal to 10’ wide  

B. 10’ on both sides of trails / easement roads 

less than 10’ wide 

 

SOA 

11 All access points to recreation trails shall be posted “NO 

SMOKING”. 

 

SOA 

Vacant Residential Lots 

 

12* 

 

 

Annually by June 1, all vacant residential lots shall comply 

with the weed abatement provisions of El Dorado Hills 

Fire Department Unimproved Property Hazard Abatement 

Resolution approved by the Board to be in effect for that 

year.  Refer to EXHIBIT E for the 2018 Resolution, to be 

amended from time to time. 

 

 

Lot owner & Fire Department 

Roadsides 

 

13* 

 

All roadsides that are not landscaped and have curbs or 

sidewalks must have grass fuels reduced annually by 

June 1 to a 2-inch stubble or less, for a distance of 7 feet 

from the curb, including the width of any sidewalk. 

A. Natural Open Space 

B. Vacant Residential Lots 

C. Golf Course 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. SOA 

B. SOA 

C. Country Club 

14* Annually by June 1, blade the firebreaks shown in 

EXHIBIT D. 

 

SOA 
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Mitigation Measure 

 

Responsibility 

PG&E / SMUD Easement 

 

15* 

 

Treat vegetation under the transmission line to the 

specifications in effect by the respective utility purveyor in 

effect from time to time and in compliance with recorded 

utility easements. 

 

 

SMUD & PG&E 

Passive Parks 

 

16 

 

The passive park in Village J6 shall have a one-time 

cleanup of all dead and downed trees and limbs. 

 

 

Developer 

 

17 

 

 

All natural areas adjacent to residential lots constructed 

with a home shall be treated annually by June 1.  

Treatment shall be a 2-inch stubble or less for a distance 

of 30 feet from the residential property line, including 

removal of all dead branches or limbs lying on the ground 

that have fallen naturally, removal of all standing dead 

trees, and pruning of all live trees of dead branches within 

8 feet of the ground..  Treatment locations are provided in 

EXHIBIT D. 

 

 

SOA 

 

    

* Activities required by Mitigation Measures 1, 2, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 15 may encroach into a 

Protected Area for wetlands purposes, as defined in one or more of the Declarations of 

Restrictions recorded June 24, 2016 as Document Nos. 2016-0028317-00, 2016-0028318-00 

and 2016-0028319-00.  Prior to annual clearing, provide advance notification of planned work to 

the Corps of Engineers at 1325 J Street, Attn: Regulatory Division, Sacramento, CA 95814.  

Refer to the Declarations of Restrictions for more information. 

 

- End of Plan -  
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EXHIBIT A 

Firescaping Standards 

  

 

 

Firescaping is an approach to landscaping to help protect homes from wildland fires. The 

goal is to create a landscape that will slow the advance of a wildfire and create a 

Defensible Space that provides the key point for firefighting agencies to defend the 

home. This approach has a landscape zone surrounding the home containing a balance 

of native and exotic plants that are fire and drought resistant, help control erosion, and 

are visually pleasing.  Firescaping is designed not only to protect the home, but to 

reduce damage to oaks and other plants. 

 

ZONE I 

 

This zone extends to not less than 30 feet from the house or to the property line, 

whichever is less, in all directions and has a traditional look of irrigated shrubs, flower 

gardens, trees and lawns. All dead trees, brush, concentrations of dead ground fuels 

(tree limbs, logs etc. exceeding 1 inch in diameter) shall be removed. All native oaks, 

conifers and brush species are pruned up to 8 feet above the ground as measured on 

the uphill side, but no more than 1/3 of the live crown. The plants in this zone are 

generally less than 18 inches in height, and must be slow to ignite from wind-blown 

sparks and flames. Such plants should produce only small amounts of litter and retain 

high levels of moisture in their foliage year around. Native and exotic trees are permitted 

inside the Zone, but foliage may not be within 10 feet of the roof or chimney. Grass and 

other herbaceous growth within this zone must be irrigated or if left to cure must be 

mowed to a 2-inch stubble, chemically treated or removed. Such treatment must be 

accomplished by June 1, annually. This zone has built in firebreaks created by 

driveways, sidewalks, etc. 

 

ZONE II 

 

This zone adds 70 feet to Zone I and extends to a minimum of 100 feet from the house, 

or to the property line, whichever is less, in all directions) and is a transition area to the 

outlying vegetation. The zone is a wide band of low growing succulent ground covers 

designed to reduce the intensity, flame length and rate of spread of an approaching 

wildfire. Irrigation may be necessary to maintain a quality appearance and retain the 

retardant ability of the plants. All dead trees, brush, concentrations of dead ground fuels 

(tree limbs, logs, etc.) exceeding 2 inches in diameter shall be removed.  Annual grasses 

shall be mowed after they have cured to a 2 inch stubble b June 1, annually.  Native 

trees and brush species may be preserved and pruned of limbs up to 8 feet above the 

ground as measured on the uphill side. 
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FOR ZONES I AND II WITH OAKS 

 

Mature, multi stemmed Oaks can present a serious fire problem if untreated. Treat the 

Oaks as to the following specifications: (a) remove all dead limbs and stems, and (b) cut 

off green stems at 8 feet above the ground as measured on the uphill side that arch over 

and are growing down towards the ground. 
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EXHIBIT B-1 

State Responsibility Area Map 

              

 

 

Lands shadowed by a yellow overlay are within a State Responsibility Area.  Serrano village 

designations are provided for those areas not in the SRA. 
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EXHIBIT B-2 

Defensible Space Guidelines 

              

 

 

More information can be found at http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Defensible-Space/ 

 

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/Defensible-Space/
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EXHIBIT C 

Chapter 7A California Building Code 
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EXHIBIT D 

Serrano Treatment Map 
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EXHIBIT E 

El Dorado Hills Fire Department Resolution 2018-01 
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